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FOR 27 YEARS the PS23 range of 
automotive lubricants, greases and 
anti-corrosion products has been used 
by many well-known industrial and 
transport companies. Recently PS23 
Gun Oil has been added to their 
 product line-up.

I  have used many di f ferent 
gun-cleaning and lubrication products, 
and seen product innovation come a 
long way from the basic petroleum- 
based solvents and oils of yesteryear. As 
far as I am concerned, there is no magic 
‘all-in-one’ formula when it comes to 
cleaning firearms. Using different 
 products for different applications gives 
better results – a cleaner to clean, a 
lubricant to lubricate, and so on. 

PS23 Gun Oil is a synthetic formula-
tion which the manufacturer claims is 
specifically created to enhance adhes-
ive and corrosion protective properties. 
The oil attaches to the metal surfaces 
of a firearm through a polar bond and 
creates a fine layer that prevents any 
form of corrosion caused by blood, 
moisture, sweat or nitro-cellulose resi-
due, and also acts as a water-repellant. 
In addition, another compound in the 
formulation acts as a lubricant. 

TO TEST THEIR claim of superior pro-
tection I decided to do a torture test 
using two off-cut pieces from 
old rifle barrels. First, I cleaned 
them thoroughly with pure 
alcohol to remove any vestiges 
of previously-applied oils or 
cleaners. Then I boiled them 
for a few minutes, scrubbed 
again and wiped them with a 
clean cloth. They were now vis-
ibly free of any protective coat-
ing. I left one piece untreated 
and sprayed the other with 
PS23, wiped it down completely 
and then sprayed it again. The 
second time I did not remove all the oil 
as vigorously as I had previously, as I 
wanted to simulate how one would 
store a rifle or handgun for an extended 
period, so a thin layer of PS23 was still 
visible. 

I then made a strong mixture of 
table salt and cold water (roughly sea-
water specific gravity), shook it well (to 
ensure adequate oxygen presence) and 
submerged the two 
pieces in the solution for 
two weeks. On retrieval, 
the untreated piece was 
covered with rust, while 
t h e  t r e a t ed  p i e c e 
showed no signs of any 
rust. 

Still dripping wet, I 
placed both in a ziplock 
plastic bag, full of air. 
Three months later, 
when I removed them, 

the untreated piece was badly corroded 
with deep pit marks on the outside of 
the barrel. The treated piece had one 
small portion of superficial surface rust 
that wiped away easily, possibly an 
area that I did not treat properly. The 

inside of the barrel sections, where 
there was no blueing, were worse – the 
untreated barrel had humps of rust 
while the treated barrel had a smidge of 
superficial rust. Given the severity of 
the testing, the minimal amount of 
superficial rust was negligible. 

PS23 claim they torture tested the 
oil by continuously blasting 
treated metal surfaces with 
a strong salt mixture for 168 
hours.

I also used PS23 to coat 
the working parts and bar-
rels of several of my hunting 
rifles, my 12-bore shotguns 
and various pistols tested for 
Magnum. On one of my rela-
tively new rifles, the bolt 
operation was definitely 
much smoother after coat-
ing with PS23.

In addition I coated the 
barrels of my .450NE double 
rifle with PS23. We then 
went hippo hunting in the 
rain and everything got wet, 
including our gun bags. We 
spent about eight hours in 
these wet conditions, mostly 
crammed into the hot and 
humid bakkie waiting for the 
pouring rain to subside. I 
had long learned that a rifle 
in a wet gun bag rusts in a 
matter of a few hours. 
Twelve hours later when I 
was eventually able to give 
the .450 a rub down, it 
showed no sign of being 
affected.

In my opinion, PS23 Gun 
Oil performs on par with 
similar imported products 
that sell for three times 
more. It is now my choice of 
gun oil and I can recommend 

it as a top quality product. 
PS23 is safe to use on any metal 

parts, is supplied in 250ml cans and 
retails for about R100. If your local gun 
shop does not stock it they can give 
PS23 a call on 012-804-4333. 
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Test Report

1: The outside of the barrels 
after the torture test.  
2: After the salt water 

torture test, the inside of the 
untreated barrel was full of 

rust while the treated barrel 
had only a very fine layer of 

superficial rust.


